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Space is no longer a benign environment and is now unquestionably a warfighting domain--one in 

which the U.S. must be prepared to fight and win in.  Years from now, historians will likely look upon 2020 as 

a pivotal turning point for the US and other space faring nations.  Russia, in plain view of the world, launched 

multiple counter-space technologies, both co-orbital and direct ascent designed to target and attack U.S. and 

allied satellites.  Simultaneously, the “Military and 

Security Developments Involving the People’s 

Republic of China 2020” report published by the 

Office of the Secretary of Defense in Sept 2020 

noted China now has an operational direct ascent 

anti-satellite capability and continues to pursue 

greater counter-space capability. 

United States Space Command (USSPACECOM) 

was established to combat these aggressive actions and ensure space superiority in future conflicts. To align 

U.S. and Allied efforts towards the objective of space superiority, GEN Dickinson, Commander, USSPACECOM, 

in January 2021 published his inaugural strategic vision, a clear message to allies and adversaries alike.  This 

vision builds upon his first set of priorities for capability development and investment, which was signed and 

submitted to Joint Staff in November 2020.  Together, his vision and priorities set the guidelines for 

USSPACECOM capability and resource advocacy, provide a clear 

roadmap forward for Service investment, and signal the 

seriousness of our collective resolve. 

AN INVITATION TO PARTNER 

USSPACECOM’s warfighting capability will only be as good as the 

capability developed and delivered by our partners in industry.  The 

innovation, speed, and competitive edge resident in the US 

commercial market must be woven into the fabric of our 

operational warfighting architectures and postures.  To reach this 

endstate, USSPACECOM welcomes the opportunity to engage with 

industry and invites our industry partners to reach out, especially 

where there are ties to our warfighting priorities articulated herein.  

 

"We no longer have the luxury of assuming 

our access to an ability to leverage the space 

domain is a given…”  Gen James Dickinson, 

Senate Confirmation Testimony, 28 July, 

2020 
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USSPACECOM KEY TASKS 

USSPACECOM will achieve and maintain space superiority through the accomplishment of the following five 

tasks:  

I. Understand the Competition 

II. Build the Command to Compete & Win 

III. Maintain Key Relationships 

IV. Maintain Digital Superiority 

V. Integrate with Commercial & Interagency Partners 

Space superiority will ensure there is a never a day without space.  This assurance is not limited to US 

borders, but extends to our allies and partners around the globe.   

USSPACECOM’S “ROYAL FLUSH” 

To execute these key tasks, USSPACECOM must have the ability to sense the environment, synchronize 

action through integrated command and control, and deliver decisive effects at the time and place of our 

choosing as these are foundational to securing our competitive advantage in space. Fundamentally, to fight 

at speed USSPACECOM must employ data analytics, machine learning, and artificial intelligence through the 

space kill-chain.  Together, these capabilities will enable the Joint Force to rapidly transition from competition 

to conflict and prevail in a global, all-domain fight.  The totality of the following five capabilities represent a 

winning hand: 

 Battlespace Awareness 

 Integrated Command and Control for Space Operations 

 Scalable Combat Options 

 Cybersecurity for Space Systems 

 Space Defense Capabilities 
 

If we fall short in any of these, what is a winning hand devolves to merely gambling.  
 

CORNERSTONES OF SPACE COMBAT POWER 

Given the very recent step to declare space a warfighting domain, USSPACECOM requires the same 

foundational building blocks of warfighting as any other domain.  The ability to explore, research, and 
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wargame alternative futures, develop concepts of operations, and test different tactics, techniques, and 

procedures’ impacts on outcomes is as necessary for space operations as it is for land, maritime, air, and 

cyberspace.  To that end, USSPACECOM requires Service investment and industry partnership in:  

 tools such as modeling and simulation  

 space training and exercise ranges (both physical and virtual) 

 trained and ready warfighters 

EVOLVE TOWARDS RESILIENCY 

Finally, USSPACECOM requires a posture reset in space.  Our existing constellations supporting satellite 

communications, positioning, navigation, and timing, and intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance must 

all evolve to become more resilient.   The security challenges we face in space demand it.  To compete and 

ultimately win the terrestrial fight, layered and resilient architectures are required to ensure support to our 

ground, maritime, air, and cyber warfighters goes uninterrupted. 

MAINTAINING THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE 

Space is foundational to the American way of life, 

impacting essentially every aspect of daily living. The 

peaceful use of space is a right of all nations, and 

USSPACECOM is dedicated to ensuring space remains a 

free and peaceful domain for the benefit of all.  To 

achieve this end state, USSPACECOM is building a 

warfighting team, including our industry partners, who 

outthink and outmaneuver our adversaries, and if necessary, dominate through space combat power.   

 
 
 
 
Robert W. Thomas Jr. 
Director, Capability and Resource Integration (J8) 
USSPACECOM 
 
USSPACECOM J8 CONTACT INFORMATION:  PH: 719-552-1473  EMAIL: USSPACECOM.J8.Workflow@us.af.mil 


