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Mr. Andrew D. Cox is Director, Space Security and Defense Program for Air Force Space Command.  
As Director, he leads the program to develop strategies, provide requirements, operations, and 
budget recommendations to improve resiliency of US space assets against adversaries. Mr. Cox 
began his outstanding contributions to National Security Space (NSS) at Space and Naval Warfare 
Systems Command (SPAWAR) where he served in a number of leadership positions to include: Chief 
Engineer, Technical Director, Executive Director for PEO C4I and Space, Deputy PEO Space 
Systems, and Deputy Executive Director Space Field Activity.  After his time at SPAWAR, Mr. Cox 
served as the first civilian Director of the Communications Directorate at the NRO.  His long-term 
contributions from SPAWAR to NRO to Space Security and Defense Program span multiple agencies 
and all services in the National Security Space arena.  Highlights of Mr. Cox’s military space 
accomplishments include:     
  
 President and SECDEF approved Mr. Cox space defense initiative for a new program to fill a 

critical space gap and enable CDRUSSTRATCOM to win a conflict should it extend to Space. Led 
the team to stand-up the Joint Interagency Combined Space Operations Center (JICSpOC), which 
today is the National Space Defense Center (NSDC).   

o Conceived technical approach, modeled the system design, developed cost and mission 
performance targets, and partnered with a program office to build a pioneering rapid 
acquisition plan   

o Interfaced systems, developed security portfolios, designed experiments, delivered 
prototypes and coordinated live test events to train, test, and validate tactics and 
operational proficiency 

o Led 9 multi-week experiments w/ >70 operators from DoD & IC to develop innovative 
tactics/prototypes for defending US space capabilities   

o Garnered approval from DoD, Joint, Air Force, & IC leadership for declaring JICSpOC 
operational after confirming and incorporating their requirements and criteria for integration 
and defense of space missions. 

o Delivered an operations-capable center within one-year  
 Enabled satellite communications continue when operating in denied operations environments 

o Led combined team of Army, Air Force, NRO, and National Security Agency team to 
design, build and demonstrate mechanisms 

o Orchestrated multiple worldwide live-fire tests 
o Made $80M+ in modifications; delivered tactics to USSTRATCOM and USPACOM 

 Defined multi-year US budget requirements for responses to Space Threats  
o Led several Deputy SECDEF studies for the Space Strategic Portfolio Reviews 
o Coordinated recommendations with the National Security Council, SECAF, and SECDEF 
o Resulted in the re-allocation of over $7B across three budget years   

 Mr. Cox innovations improved capability and mission effectiveness through enhanced acquisition 
approaches and responses to space system failures without negative impact to schedule or 
program costs of NSS critical assets and warfighter space missions 

o Led development, test, and operational acceptance of a unique space/cyber capability to 
counter high priority threats to our national space systems and national defense  

o Successfully delivered spacecraft for launch in NRO’s most aggressive launch campaign in 
history despite a major satellite failure 

o Identified by three Hartinger Award recipients as a “national treasure” in military Space; 
CSAF General Goldfein, General Chilton and General Raymond.    

 
 
 



Andrew Cox leads the Space Security and Defense Program (SSDP), headquartered in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. As the SSDP Director, Mr. Cox is responsible for jointly focusing the Department 
of Defense and the Intelligence Community's space survivability and protection efforts. Responsible to 
the Deputy Secretary of Defense and Principal Deputy Director of National Intelligence, Mr. Cox is the 
primary advisor on all matters related to the protection of space systems from adversary attack. He 
leads security strategies, funding advocacy, and capability development to defend National Security 
Space from rapidly evolving adversary threats. Under his visionary leadership, the SSDP has 
delivered revolutionary capabilities which have changed the strategic posture of the United States and 
been identified by the Deputy Secretary of Defense as some of the highest-priority initiatives in the 
DoD.   
 
Mr. Cox’s accomplishments have garnered national attention in bringing space survivability and 
protection to the forefront of national leadership. He developed a comprehensive new Space 
Warfighting Construct framework built around a resilient architecture, helping to secure more 
than $66B in national space assets. During the 2017 and 2018 CORONA Conference “space 
immersion” days, Mr. Cox led Air Force 3- and 4-star leaders in insightful CORONA Space 
Table Top Exercises, showcasing exquisite space capabilities and space warfighting 
integration in multi-domain operations. His analysis and recommendations have been 
presented to Congressional leaders, the White House National Security Advisor, Director of 
National Intelligence, Secretary of Defense, and the Vice President of the United States, 
shaping the future of Air Force space. 
 
In 2017, the President and SECDEF approved Mr. Cox’s space defense initiative for a new 
program to fill a critical space gap and enable the nation to win a conflict should it extend to 
space. Mr. Cox was personally selected to lead the team to stand up the Joint Interagency 
Combined Space Operations Center (JICSpOC), later renamed the National Space Defense 
Center (NSDC). Today, the NSDC is the centerpiece of operational space protection across 
the National Security Space. 
Mr. Cox was selected for the Senior Executive Service in 2004. Prior to his assignment to the SSDP, 
his SES assignments included SPAWAR Deputy Program Executive Officer, Space Systems, in which 
he provided acquisition oversight for Navy satellite programs including the Mobile User Objective 
System (MUOS), UHF Follow-on (UFO), and LEASAT. Additionally, from 2008-2011, he served as the 
Director, Communications Systems Directorate (COMM) at the NRO. In this role, he was responsible 
for the successful execution of all communications satellite systems acquisitions within the NRO, as 
well as the acquisition of all global terrestrial networks. His responsibilities spanned the design, 
acquisition, launch, deployment and operations support for current and future COMM systems.    
 
Mr. Cox has received several awards for his service, including the Presidential Rank Award, the 
Director of National Intelligence Meritorious Unit Award, and the Navy Superior and Meritorious 
Civilian Service Awards.  He has also been recognized with the 2018 General Jerome F. O’Malley 
Distinguished Space Leader Award. 
  
 


